Two experiments were conducted in cyclic beef heifers to determine whether active immunization against bovine inhibin \g=a\1\p=n-\26Gly-Tyr (bINH) affected follicular dynamics, hormone concentration or ovulation rate. In Expt 1, heifers (n = 9) were actively immunized against bINH conjugated to human \g=a\ globulins (HAG) 
Introduction
Cows normally ovulate a single dominant follicle, resulting in a low incidence of twin births. A dominant follicle is the largest follicle on the ovary; it suppresses growth of other follicles while continuing its own growth (Goodman and Hodgen, 1983;  Heifers {n = 9) were given a primary immunization against bovine inhibin Gly-Tyr (bINH) conjugated to human globulins on day 0 (10 July 1989) and boosters on days 53, 84, 116, 176 (De Jong, 1988) . Inhibin secretion, in turn, is increased by increasing FSH concentrations (Bicsak et al, 1986; Tsonis et al, 1988; Buckler et al, 1989; McNeilly et al, 1989 (Rivier and Vale, 1989) , ewes (Voglmayr et al, 1990; Wrathall et al, 1990; Boland et al, 1991) , gilts (Brown et al, 1990; King et al, 1990) and increased spermatogenesis in bulls (Martin et al, 1991a; Schanbacher, 1991) and rams (Voglmayr et al, 1990) . In contrast, immuniza¬ tion against a peptide from the amino region of the a-subunit of inhibin suppressed ovulation rate in sheep (Findlay et al, 1989a (Fig. 2) . Mature cyclic crossbred beef heifers were allocated at random to be immunized with: (i) 0.0 mg placebo (adjuvant and saline) controls (n = 7), (ii) 0.33 mg (m = 7), (iii) 1.0 mg ( = 8) and (iv) 3.0 mg ( = 7) bINH. The bovine inhibin (1-26) Gly-Tyr peptide was synthesized at University College Galway, Ireland and conjugated by the glutaraldehyde method (Reichlin, 1980) (Forage et al, 1987; Findlay et al, 1989b; Wrathall et al, 1990; Mizumachi et al, 1990) , gilts (Brown et al, 1990; King et al, 1990 ) and rats (Rivier and Vale, 1989 (1-0 mg) * * * B1 B2
(1-0 mg) * * * B1 B2
(1-0 mg) (Briand et al, 1985; Goubau et al, 1989;  Grieger and Reeves, 1990) . 
